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THE REPATRIATION OF ACROPOLIS SCULPTURES 

Dear Prime Minister  

 

You are well aware of the Hellenic People’s demand for the return of the Acropolis Sculptures to 

their native Land, broadly supported from the civilized people and bright minds worldwide. The 

Monuments of Acropolis, symbols of free spirit, democracy, art, science, culture and human 

genius, stand still nowadays amputated and wounded. The 60% from the Parthenon Sculptures, 

the one of the six Caryatids and an Ionic Column from the Erechtheion, - considered the most 

sacred era of the Acropolis with the sacred olive tree of Goddess Athena - , violently detached, 

are still exhibited in the British Museum, removed during 1801-1803, by Thomas Bruce, the 7th 

Earl of Elgin, who was in 1798 the representative of the British Empire in Constantinople. This 

crime against humanity was committed in the era of colonization, while Greece was occupied by 

the Ottomans, unfortunately just a few years before the Hellenic Revolution (1821) which led to 

the Hellenic Independence.  

Thomas Bruce had no authority to destruct the monuments and detach the ornaments. The finally 

provided document to support his alleged rights was actually a distorted English translation of an 
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Italian translation of the original Ottoman document, which was not in fact a valid firman, but 

just a letter, only permitting to make drawings and copies of the sculptures and providing for the 

safety of the monuments. Thus this document had no legal validity. 

The reactions were immediate: Lusieri, the painter who worked for Elgin, in his letter talked 

about the “barbarisms” he was obliged to commit in his service. Even in the British parliament 

there were severe negative reactions and the Lord Elgin’s actions were severely criticized. Lord 

Byron expressed his feelings in the famous “Curse of Minerva”. 

In 1835 the free Hellenic government requested officially the return of the treasures. Similar 

requests were made in 1842, 1924, 1927, 1941, 1961 by the Hellenic authorities, the Academy of 

Athens, the mayor of Athens, archaeologists and others. In October 1983 the Hellenic 

government repeated the request to the United Kingdom. In 1984 the Hellenic government 

submitted an official request to the ICPRCP. International and non-International Organizations, 

UN, UNESCO, Council of Europe, European Committee, ICOM, ICOMOS and ICCROM are 

placed in favor of the repatriation. UNESCO adopted in 1999 a recommendation that bilateral 

talks be initiated between Greece and the United Kingdom and the Intergovernmental Committee 

for Promoting the Return of Cultural Property (ICPRCP) during several sessions, in particular in 

1989, 1991, 1994, 1996, 1999, 2010, 2011 and 2016 calls for a solution. The European 

Parliament adopted in 1998 a Declaration in favor of the Return of the Parthenon Marbles to 

Greece. On 2 May 2017, the U.S. 115th Congress in its Resolution 51, characterizing Parthenon 

as a universal symbol of culture, democracy, and freedom, making the Parthenon Marbles of 

concern not only to Greece but to the entire world, expressed its sense that the Parthenon 

sculptures should be returned to Greece. On 1st September 2019 the Greek Prime Minister stated 

that the Parthenon Sculptures should be returned to Greece in 2021, for the celebration of the 

200 years from the Greek War of Independence. 

The Parthenon carvings of the friezes, pediments and metopes, the Caryatid and the Ionic 

Column are integral parts of the Parthenon and the Erechtheion temples, since 2,500 years. They 

were born from a civilization, anthropocentric and ecumenical, that inspired the principles and 

values of our current civilization: wisdom, freedom, knowledge, democracy, philosophy, art, 

sciences, justice. Ancient Hellenes posed them in their specific place in the mount of Acropolis 

in Athens to witness their way of living and state of mind, their cosmotheory, which is their 

contribution to the world civilization. Thus these sculptures constitute the most important part of 

the Hellenic cultural identity.  

International Law imposes the reunification and repatriation of the monuments of great 

significance for the cultural identity of the people who created them. 
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The Acropolis and the Parthenon are of great significance among the Monuments of the Hellenic 

Antiquity and constitute the core of the cultural inheritance and identity of the Hellenic people. 

The struggle for the repatriation of the Acropolis sculptures is in accordance with ethics and Law.  

These monuments have a soul and the Caryatids are waiting for their sister and they must be 

finally reunified and restored as a whole. Two hundred and nineteen years (1801-2020) of Ύβρις 

against Athena, the Goddess of Wisdom, are a very long time!  

Persuaded that it’s high time to restore the insult, we seek your assistance for the repatriation of 

the Acropolis temples of Parthenon and Erechtheion, in the name of Truth and Justice.  

 

The representatives of the non-profit companies  

 

George Lekakis, ARXEION POLITISMOU - ARCHIVE OF CULTURE  

 

Lakis Komninos, EVNOMIA 

 

“All this is said to you 

according to Justice, who punishes the unfair”  

Plato, Epinomis, 988e,4-5  

 

… to do wanton damage to temples, statues and all such works with absolutely no prospect of 

any resulting advantage in the war to our own cause or detriment to that of the enemy must be 

characterized as the work of a frenzied mind at the height of its fury.  

Polybius - Histories V 

Translated by W. R. PATON 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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